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The National Water Quality Monitoring Network for U.S. Coastal Waters and their Tributaries
Pilot Phase Begins.

2 April 2007 — 10:25am

The U.S. EPA's Office of Water, working with the USGS and NOAA, has received twelve
(12) expressions of interest in implementing the initial pilot phase of the new National
Water Quality Monitoring Network for U.S. Coastal Waters and their Tributaries. The
network will provide observations of pollution loads conveyed from inland watersheds to
coastal waters through eight (8) linked “resource components” in the hydrologic system.
The PIil ies will examine the eff i k




April 13, 2006 Toni Johnson 703-648-6810 tjohnson@usgs. gov

National Water Quality Network Pilot Underway

A pilot phase of the National Water Quality Monitoring Network (Network) for U.S. Coastal Waters and their
Tributaries is moving forward. The goal of the Network is to provide information about the health of our oceans
and ceastal ecosystems and inland influences on coastal waters for improved resource management.

The Network 1s unique because it uses an integrated, multidisciplinary approach and addresses a broad range of
water resources, from upland watersheds to offshore waters. The design was developed by 80 representatives
working through the National Water Quality Monitoring Council, including from Federal, state and local
government organizations, universities, water associations and the private sector. The Council is a sub-committee
of the Advisory Committee on Water Information. which is managed by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) for

" the Department of Interior. The Committee was charged to develop the design of the Network by the President’s
Council on Environmental Quality in response to a recommendation from the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy.

The Network will coordinate water monitoring across the Nation to provide a comprehensive database and
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